Time of Epiphany
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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request,
the yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you
would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us
are present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping
build a growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones
- feel free to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry
room at the back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to
include your children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!
HOLY COMMUNION
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a
taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love
in the world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the
altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored,
and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed
in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server
that you require this.
COVID Procedure Update
As community transmission remains high, we are maintaining our COVID planning, relying on what we
know helps protect our beloveds. Until further notice:

•
•

Masks are required for everyone
Please maintain appropriate physical distancing for both seating and at the altar rail.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.
Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.
A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.
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INTRODUCTION

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made
known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our
God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the
Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE

Christ is My Life

(chorale & variations)

Pachelbel

WELCOME
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card
online (you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a
yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).
CALL TO WORSHIP

The assembly stands as the pastor sings the call to worship.

How good Lord to be here! Your glory fills the night;
Your face and garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.
Fulfiller of the past and hope for things to be,
We hail your body glorified and our redemption see.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Time for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith
by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform
us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and voice, which
may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME
As children come forward, the Pastor helps them sit “distanced” and takes a moment to talk
with them.
READING: Isaiah 62:1-5

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the
prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices
over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration.
1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
5
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 36:5-10
5
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep;
you save humankind and animals, O Lord.
7
How priceless is your love, O God!
All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
8
They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9
For with you is the well of life,
and in your light we see light.
10
Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you,
and your favor to those who are true of heart.
READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some
to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all
perfectly for their mission together.
1

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could
not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever
says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates
all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
2

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 2:1-11

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many such
epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill
the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw
some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
2

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.

MUSICAL REFLECTION

We meditate on the text below as we listen to a musical reflection.

Abide with us, our Savior, nor let your mercy cease; from Satan’s might defend us, and
grant our souls release. Abide with us, our Savior, sustain us by your Word; that we with all
your people to life may be restored. Abide with us, our Savior, O Light of endless light,
bestow on us your blessings, and save us by your might.
The assembly stands.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. Unite those
who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and geographic boundaries.
Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising miracles. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchardkeepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and water
sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold leadership
positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up
safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving the common good.
Care for the people of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
and Yemen—grant good governance, growth of freedom, and an end to extremism.
Strengthen the small Christian communities there and bless their witness. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing for
those in need this day. Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking
shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with self-worth,
wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us that nothing can
separate us from your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We give
thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way of
courageous faith, including Antony, Pachomius, Henry, and Agnes. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers
to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are
sharing a portion of our offerings with First Contact, Inc. http://firstcontactinc.org and Mike
Steiner Special Needs Memorial Fund.

If you wish to give electronically, text ‘CLCVALPO’ to (833) 245-6029 or browse to our
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):

Sonata
(K 288)

Scarlatti
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):

Glory to the King of Kings

Thompson

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, Glory be to God the Spirit, great Jehovah,
three in One! Gloria! While Eternal ages run! Glory be to him who loves us, washed us from
each spot and stain! Glory be to him who bought us, made us kings with him to reign. Glory to
the King of angels, glory to the church’s King! Glory to the King of nations! Heav’n and earth
your praises bring! Gloria! Gloria in excelsis. Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of
angels sings; honor, riches, power, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings! Gloria! Glory to
the King of kings!

OFFERING PRAYER

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
TABLE PRAYER
Underneath the prayer, we hear a hymn reminding us that our prayer and worship is
gathered with the songs of all those gathered eternally in the presence of God.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Who, in the night in which he was betrayed,
took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
Thanks be to God!
The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'
invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.
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The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:
The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed.
Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the
trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is
available, please indicate to the server that you require this.
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.
BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN #310

Songs of Thankfulness & Praise

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711129. All rights reserved.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Herr Gott, Nun sei Gepreiset
(Lord God, Now be Glorified)

J.S. Bach

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Service Notes
Worship Assistants
Acolyte
Lector
Prayer Assistant
Communion Assistants
Ushers
Sound/Light
Video/Livestream
Pastors:

8:00 a.m.
Ben Fricke
Schmidgall Family
Betty Luckett
Barbara Clements
Andrew Teeple
Don MacMillan
Tim Sutherland
Malcolm McGawn
————-

Director of Music Ministries:

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even
Brian Bartusch

Worship Participants:

Sanctuary Choir (10:30)

10:30 a.m.
Abby Vittitoe
Becky Fry
Becky Fry
Sara Long
Amy Knauff

Jeff Peiffer
Ben Crill

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, Yemen
We are thankful for:
• the ancient cultures and religions that have been sustained in this area for millennia
• those who continue to pursue peace in the midst of ethnic strife and terrorism
• the faithfulness of Muslims in expressing their faith and working with others
• Christians who practice their faith even when they are a small, often discriminated minority
We pray for:
• women and others in these countries who are deprived of basic freedoms and human dignity
• those who misuse or exploit religious identity for extremist political ends
• the wise use of the benefits of oil and other natural resources for the sake of all
• the emergence of stable democratic societies based on the rule of law, social justice, and respect for
religious and other freedoms
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of January 16, 2022
January 15
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4,
1968.
January 17
Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who
devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor.
Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a
solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for
monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches.
January 18
Confession of Peter
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Begins
Today the church remembers the apostle Peter’s great acknowledgement of Jesus as
“the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This festival serves as a fitting beginning to the
week in which we particularly pray that all Christians might be united in faith and
witness.
January 19
Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156
When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of
converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is recognized
as the patron saint of Finland.
January 21
Agnes, martyr, died around 304
Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom are not
clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely by
the sword. The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
Water Is Life
Many of us are accustomed to having fresh, clean water available whenever we want it.
Yet residents of the city of Flint, Michigan, have not had clean tap water for more than
seven years. And because of global climate change, other people are discovering the
catastrophic and life-altering effects of prolonged drought—not enough water—or
greatly increased flooding—too much water. Water can be an immense force of
destruction. Yet, without it, there is no life. In fact, people protesting the route of the
Dakota Access Pipeline, which would run under part of a lake near the Standing Rock
Indian Reservation, adopted the chant “Mni wiconi,” which means “water is life” in the
language of the Dakota Sioux.
Water, both as a symbol and as a physical reality, flows through all of the Bible, from
the first moments of creation to the people thirsting on their journey through the
wilderness in Exodus and through the river in the book of Revelation. In the Gospel of
John, water is a potent symbol of God’s power. If water is life, the one who can walk on
water amid a destructive storm or, in today’s reading, turn water into wine, commands
life itself. As Jesus quietly demonstrates his power over life itself at Cana, we see that in
God, life is unlimitedly abundant. After Jesus’ intervention there was no lack of wine;
the wedding party continued with joy. Perhaps we are so accustomed to everything in
our lives being finite and measurable that we struggle to accept life as it comes to us
from God. But again and again in John’s gospel, Jesus demonstrates that this is what the
kingdom of God is like: overflowing, life-giving, and abundant for all.

Stewardship Snippet
1 Corinthians 12:4-6: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
God has blessed each of us with special gifts and talents for us to use for the benefit of
our neighbor and community. What gift has God given you, and how can you be
generous with it?
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