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“The world is always ending somewhere.” – Jan Richardson
It’s always beginning somewhere, too…perhaps right in the same place.
This is a truth that thumps like a heartbeat beneath the rhythms of the Advent season. In early
November, our lectionary readings begin to speak openly of a world that ends. The lectionary
year itself dies a few weeks later, only to begin again on the same topic: endings, and the new
beginnings that they create.
Many of our readings over these weeks belong to a scriptural genre called “apocalyptic.” It’s a
good word, despite its tendency to evoke the imagery of a cataclysmic Second Coming. That’s
not this one word’s fault: “Apocalypse” merely means “revelation.” Much of apocalyptic
literature isn’t at all concerned with forecasting a final judgment. Rather, it’s obsessed with
telling us the truth about what happens when God reveals Godself: the world as we know it
ends.
When God’s nature, God’s truth, God’s will are unveiled, these are the kinds of things that end:
power structures that oppress the marginalized; social sins that have gone unchallenged for too
long; our untroubled, everyday existences. And because God has drawn near, and Divinity is
unveiled, our distance from God ends too.
Apocalypse happens whenever and wherever what is dies in order to make room for what is
God.
What do we do in the face of such revelation, the kind that ends old worlds and begins new
ones all around us, every day, wherever God’s reign breaks into our lives?
Scripture offers one particular answer again and again: we shall sing.

Nighttime Prayer in Advent

My Heart Shall Sing
Our Advent worship relies on scripture, stillness, and song – we hear and rest in God’s
promises, and we sing. Songs have a way of finding us in the dark, giving words to our
prayer, and helping the words of God’s promise move from our heads to our hearts.
As you prepare for worship, consider preparing your space as well – find some quiet, lower
the lights to allow the darkness to help you be still, have a candle to light. If you have a
household Advent wreath, consider adding two candles alongside, for our extended Advent,
and light one more candle each week.
SONG
Come to us, O God
Come to us, O God. Be the hope within our longing.
Dwell within us, O Light, of the world:
O God with us, Emmanuel.
Stay with us, O Lord, for the day will soon be
over. Stay within us, O Light, O Light of the world:
when you are near, the night becomes day.
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DIALOG
Almighty God grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.
By day, O God,
you grant your steadfast love,
and at night your song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
SONG

Kindle a Flame (sung 4x)

PRAYER
Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to know again that you are
God. Quiet our restless hearts with the knowledge that you stand within the shadows, keeping
watch over your own. Rekindle our faith and light the lamp of hope within our hearts. Then
deal with us as seems best to you, for where you lead we can confidently go with Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
Each week as we approach the Advent of our Savior Jesus Christ on Christmas,
we acknowledge what God’s people have always known:
Even as God is active in this world, hope is still a work in progress.
Each candle reminds us of a person or a place or a moment in time
that still awaits God’s goodness.
Yet we are witnesses to God’s work in this world. Just as a small spark
can give new life to a dead wick, we trust the fire of God’s presence
can ignite God’s purpose in this place.
God, through your love,
a familiar light
can banish the fear of the other;
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Through your love,
the warmth of good cheer
can extinguish cold-hearted injustice.
Through your love,
the song of faith
can rekindle hope for the hopeless.
We light this candle as a small act of our great anticipation.
The candles are lit.
SONG Come Now, O Prince of Peace

READING
The reading is followed by silence.
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SONG

Nothing Can Trouble (sung 4x)

READING
The reading is followed by silence.
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The silence concludes with the following sung responsory and gospel canticle :
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PRAYERS
Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.
Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings.
In righteousness I shall see you;
when I awake, your presence will give me joy.
Extended silence is kept for individual prayer - beginning and ending with the sound of a bell.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and give your angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the
suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.
Amen.
Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are
wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in you, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
As our time of prayer concludes, we pray as Jesus taught us.

SENDING AND BLESSING
Each candle we light is a sign: in a world so thirsty for mercy,
God’s love spreads like fire.
Each unlit candle reminds us that God’s healing has not yet fully spread
throughout the earth. How long must this world wait to see God’s glory?
You are God’s people, called to serve this world and to let your light shine.
Let the fire of justice burn in your heart, for the dead still cry for the flicker of new life we carry.
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Now in peace I will lie down and sleep;
you alone, O God, make me secure.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty and merciful God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep us, this night and forevermore.
Amen.
SONG #905
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