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2017 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS
PRESIDENT : Grace Safrin

VICE PRESIDENT : Phil McGuire
TREASURER : Faith Noe

SECRETARY : Janet Casbon

2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Sheila Burnside
CHRISTIAN GROWTH: Sue McPherson
CHURCH PROPERTY: Marla Niksch
HOSPITALITY & OUTREACH: Sara Long
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Irene Adams
STEWARDSHIP: Amy Boedeker

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Dorothy Bass
YOUTH: Erin Schmidgall

LLP REP: Helen Arvidson

THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO SIGN
UP FOR THE FOLLOWING 2017 ALTAR GIFTS:

FLORALS $30
ALTAR CANDLES $20
COMMUNION WINE $20
ETERNAL LAMP CANDLES $20

Volunteer Opportunities

Help host Sunday Formation Hour fellowship:
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Help lead worship at 10:30 services (Lector,
Communion Assistant, Prayer Assistant) in March
and April

Worship Doodle Poll
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Discover Your Strength in God!

Save the Date
Vacation Bible School

Sunday, July 23 through
Thursday, July 27
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LWR/ CLC Baby Care Kits Project
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Donations of soap and clothing continu
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BE A STEWARD OF THE EARTH!
J
’:‘ The landscape Committee invites you and your family to join us to maintain and improve fife

Please adopt an area and sign up today in the Gathering Area.
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CLC Social Ministry and Mission
May 2017

Happy are the poor; the Kingdom of God is yours! Happy are you who are hungry now; you will
be filled! Happy are you who weep now; you will laugh. (Luke 6:20b-21)

P First Contact, Inc. http://firstcontactinc.org and Mike Steiner Special Needs
FrIrS Memorial Fund.

ﬁ@)ﬂ ©I<C  Each month the Social Ministry highlights a special giving opportunity and a
volunteer opportunity. May’s specific emphasis is to provide volunteers and
monetary support for 1) First Contact http:/firstcontactinc.org and 2) the Christ Lutheran Mike
Steiner Benevolence Fund. First Contact is a not-for-profit interdenominational resource and
referral ministry, which endeavors in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit to
assist Porter County residents in need. The vision of First Contact is to engage a community of
givers, through churches, individuals and organizations to help support those facing hardship.
First Contact mission scripture verse is “To spend ourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the oppressed (Isaiah 58:10). First Contact has offices in Valparaiso and Portage.
When Porter County residents come to the offices of Christ Lutheran with needs as described
above, First Contact is our partner in helping address these persons in need.

Mike (Marjorie) Steiner was a former member of Christ Lutheran who in her will asked her
family to donate her financial savings (about $15,000) to Christ Lutheran. Mike asked that these
monies be used to help Christ Lutheran members who from time to time have social, physical,
and financial needs. The Social Ministry and Mission Committee established policies and
procedures for making effective use of these funds to benefit CLC members in need with rent,
utilities, emergency food, medicine, and counseling. Since it has been several years since Mike’s
donation, and several CLC members have been assisted over these years, the fund can benefit
from new donations to this fund.

Our financial goal is to also provide $3,000 in funding (envelope giving + budgeted amount) to
First Contact and the Mike Steiner Memorial Fund. Use your weekly worship service envelope
and indicate “FC/MSF” on the line marked Social Ministry with the amount you wish to give in
addition to your regular giving. Thank you for supporting monthly social ministry needs.

Northwest Indiana Lutheran Food Pantries. Many Sunday School children bring food items
for the Food Pantry each Sunday. Items are taken to several food pantries throughout Porter
County. Adults and youth can also contribute by bringing items and leaving them in the box near
the Youth area at the west entrance to the church.

CLC Recycling Project. Dave Keammerer collects aluminum cans each Sunday morning. Cans
can be placed in Dave’s red Ford truck in the church parking lot. The cans are collected,
deposited, and then dollars obtained are given to social ministry needs. If you have any questions
about the logistics of how you can contribute you can find Dave before and after the Adult Forum
time each Sunday.

CLC Least Coin Jar. Unsure of what to do with those pennies, nickels, dimes collecting in
various places around your home? Bring them to church and deposit them in the Least Coin Jar —
when the jar is full these coins are added up and used to benefit a social ministry need
(beneficiaries include local food pantries and Heifer International hunger needs projects).

A Message from Pastor Erica

It is most appropriate that we will be emphasizing our Stephen Ministry this month, on the Sunday
after Pentecost. God gives the Spirit, who is called the Comforter and the Advocate, to the church,
and calls and empowers all the people to serve. As he promises the gift of the Spirit, Jesus says, “I
will not leave you orphaned.” Though the risen Christ doesn’t walk with us visibly, God’s promise
never to leave or forsake us is fulfilled through the Holy Spirit — who uses US as signs of that love and
faithfulness! Stephen Ministry is one important way that God walks alongside us, and that the Spirit
equips us to walk alongside one another.

I hope that you will pray for our Stephen Ministry this month, for our Ministers, Leaders, and
Care Receivers. I will be praying that God will be calling some of us to welcome the care a Stephen
Minister can offer — and that God will be calling some of us to be trained to use our gifts in this
ministry. But all of us are called to bear one another’s burdens, so I invite you to consider these
thoughts on how to be a good listener from Stephen Ministries. -- Pastor Erica

The Ministry of Listening

Think of a time when you really felt cared for. Chances are someone focused on what you had to say,
was attentive to your needs, and listened to how you felt instead of telling you how you should feel or
what you should do.

Listening is one of the most powerful ministry tools at your disposal. It demonstrates that you care
about the other person. In Stephen Ministry, a time is spent teaching and practicing listening skills
because of its importance as a caregiving tool. You too can become a more caring listener by
understanding and applying these six listening concepts from Stephen Ministry training:

1. Listening is active. It takes energy and commitment to listen really well. Focus your attention on
what the other person has to say instead of thinking of what you’ll say next. Look at him or her while
you listen, and nod along from time to time so the person knows you’re tuned in.

2. Listening takes patience. Often you need to build trust before someone will open p to you.
Constant, patient listening is a key.

3. Listening involves more than just words. Pay attention not only to what is said but to what is not
said—or to what is said with a smile or a sigh. Pay attention to body language, too. Does it agree
with or contradict a person’s spoken words?

4. Good listeners aren’t completely silent. They restate key thoughts or ideas to be sure they
understood correctly or ask focused questions to encourage the person to reach a little deeper.

5. Listening happens over time. One conversation might build upon an earlier one. As you listen
over several conversations, are there any recurring themes or patterns in what the person has said?
Are there any contradictions from what was said earlier? These are signs that there may be more to
explore underneath.

6. Listening is confidential. A great way to build that trust and to show the person you really care for
him or her tis to maintain confidentiality and not to share with others what was told to you in private
conversation.

Jesus was the model of a good listener. Much of his ministry was listening to people. By listening
to what people had to say he demonstrated how much he really cared about them. Remember the
stories of the woman at the well, Nicodemus, or the disciples on the road to Emmaus. All were times
when Jesus showed his care and concern by first listening to people and then giving them what they
needed. We all want Christ Lutheran to be a caring place where members and guests truly feel people
care about who they are and how they feel, and we all have the opportunity in our daily lives to be
signs of God’s love for others. Just as our Stephen Ministers use good listening skills to communicate
how much they care, so can you. Practice these listening skills and make an effort to be a better
listener — listening is a great gift we can give to one another!
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Little Lamb Preschool

ect Chapel Time and Book Sharing

Thank you to Pastor Erica for sharing the Easter Story with us in Chapel. It is wonderful to
watch the children’s wonderment about God’s love for all of us. Thank you to Pastor Tim for
sharing time with us in our classrooms doing a fun book read. The children always love to see

_the pastors in and around our school. We are so blessed to have Pastor Tim and Pastor Erica at
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End of Year Celebration
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On Sunday, May 25™ Our Pre K classes and Young 5 classes will celebrate the end of the year
with a program and diploma ceremony. 79 Children and their families will enjoy songs, an art
show, fellowship and delicious cake.
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Getting to Know CLC

New to this congregationthterested in learning more about CLQ®e Lutheran
tradition? "Getting to Know CLC" gives us an opportunity to get to know one anotﬂg

better, talk about faith, learn about this community, and what it means to be a mem
congregation.Our Spring gatherings will be Wednesdays May 17, 24, and 31 at 7jo
the Brides Room (107Wwe look forward to seeing you thergbr more information or toj
let us know to expect you, please email Pastor Epastorerica@clcvalpo.org
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Chri st Lut heran SENI ORS & FRIE
Thursday, May 25, 2017
9: 30 a. m. in the Church Hall
Wel come & Devotions
Prayers & Some Business 1tengs
EITHElService Project
Cubby Bags for Hilltop Daycadre
<www. hilltophouse. org
OR-Field Trip to
Broken Wagon Bison Farm
Located near Hobart
<www. BrokenWagomBi son. com
For more information please contpct
46-83154r ooma8 @h ot mai | com

Christ Lutheran Church BIBLE STUDIES & SUPPORT GROUPS

- The S a% Life qud Grqype All % Its, ‘ttot worgen,
@ee&s 1rgt An thir e ay ad T Py at PI‘IFt Iou ra
3k A@fteAs aduit bibfe ktudy. Facilitated by Kathy Sutherland.

Priscilla Circle is a women’s Bible Study which meets weekly on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. We focus on

[thQ conﬁn r1|da9 933%16: rea(fln@ @aalﬁa@d%ydAnné I%malreer&llle?l wor'l
%{ 1qle ét]bd% é\/Ieeté c{n Tuésd%y)fvenmgs fo rom ’} 15- é{l 4? p-m. ng Roogn 126 lr:acﬂltated by
”ﬁ

notation "Personal Care Kits"
Jupgort Iergup fOur rCariage—Wigsqartiagp anR Brdgnaney fLosst Sppppit” k- Mpgtsy en rthe fhind
Thursday @ 7:00 p.m. in room 107, sometimes this changes, please contact Brianna Walker at
33(3?{51166050Pﬁ’fmﬁhf;datgener05|ty will be greatly
@riaf BuppditSroup-sof wortlen dealing with the loss of a spouse. Facilitated by Pastor Jane Aicher.

Young Women's Bible Study—this new group will gather for fellowship, prayer, and conversation on
the first and third Monday of the month (5/1 & 5/ 15) @ 7:00 p.m. in room 107 If you are interested,
speak to Nicole Bianco or Nikki Soleim, or email Pr. Erica (pastorerica@clcvalpo.org).
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SUNDAY FORMATION HOUR
Through May "God Loves Us" includes selections from Psalms, Joel, Jonah, John, Romans, Ephesians, 1
Peter & 1 John with Dave Keammerer (120)

Through May 21 “The Meaning of our Worship Service” with Walt Wangerin, Jr. (Sanctuary Overflow)
Through May 21 “Bible Basics” with Pastor Tim (5/14, 5/21)

Through May 14 “The Ethiopian Orthodox Church” with Chuck Schaefer (CH)
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Christ Lutheran Church

May 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 S 6
6:00 pm Property (120) 7:30 am Executiv€ommittee (offsite) [7:00 am Campus Life (CH) LLP Mother's Day Tea LLP Ice Cream Social 1:00 pm Sanctuary Reérsal
6:45 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (MR) [12:30 pm Staff Meeting (CH) 9:00 am Quilters (CH) National Day of Prayer 11:00 am Grief Support Group (16:00 pm Men's Shelter (AC)
7:00 pm Financial Advisory Committee|1:00 pm Priscilla Circle (209) 6:00 pm Confirmation Céas 1:00 pm Safety & Security Meeting (1 6:30 pm Witness to the Church (G
7:00 pm Young Women's Bible Study ([7:00 pm Boy Scouts (AC) 6:30 pm Youth Board Meeting (209) 8:00 pm AA Meeting (YR)
7:00 pm The Spiritual Life Bible Study 7:00 pm Adult Choir (MR)
7:15 pm Women's Bible Study(120) 7:00 pm Girl Scouts (AC)
7 Fourth Sunday of Easter 8 9 10 1 1 12 13
Confirmation Sunday 6:30 pm Stephen Ministryp8uwvision (2041:00 pm  Priscilla Circle (209) 9:00 am Quiilters (CH) 6:45 pm Boy Scouts PLC (119) 9:00 am Spiritual Direction Group
TIF 3 year olds at 10:30 6:45 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (MR) [5:30 pm LLP Board Meeting (119) 7:00 pm Adult Choir (MR) 1:00 pm Sanctuary Rehearsal
8:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Council (209) 7:00 pm Boy Scouts CMT (120) 6:00 pm Men's Shelter (AC)
9:20 am Faith Formation 7:15 pm Women's Bible Study(120) 7:00 pm Girl Scouts (AC) 8:00 pm AA Meeting (GP)
10:30 am Worship
14 Fifth Sunday of Easter 15 1 6 17 18 1 9 20 Armed Forces Day
Mother's Day 6:45 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (MR) [10:30 am Staff Meetiri2[{9) 9:00 am Quiilters (CH) 7:00 pm Adult Choir (MR) Newsletter Articles Due 1:00 pm Sanctuary Rehearsal
8:00 am Worship with Children'siCho  [7:00 pm Young Women's Bible Study (|1:00 pm Priscilla Circle (209) 7:00 pm Christian Ed Meeting (107[7:00 pm Girl Scouts (AC) No LLP 6:00 pm Men's Shelter (AC)
9:20 am Faith Formation 7:00 pm Boy Scouts (AC) 7:00 pm Getting to Know CLC (1077:00 pm Our Carriage Support Group 8:00 pm AA Meeting (GP)
10:30 am Worship with Children's Choir 7:00 pm The Spiritual Life Bible Study[7:00 pm Social Minist®y/Mission (11]
11:45 am Children's Bell Choir Rehearsa 7:15 pm Women's Bible Study(120)
5:30 pm 'Tis A Gift Bible Study (TBA)
21 SixthSunday of Easter 22 23 24 25 Ascension Day 26 27
Last day of Sunday School 6:30 pm Steplen Ministry Supervision (¢1:00 pm Priscilla Circle (209) 9:00 am Quilters (CH) Last Day of LLP 1:00 pm Sanctuary Rehearsal
Stephen Min temple talks 6:45 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (MR) [7:00 pm Book Club (119) 9:00 am TGNMail Crew (209) 9:30 am Senior Meeting (CH) 6:00 pm Men's Shelter (AC)
8:00 am Worship with Children's Bells 7:00 pm Boy Scouts (AC) 7:00 pm Getting to Know CLC (1077:00 pm Adult Choir (MR) 8:00 pm AA Meeting (GP)
9:20 am Faith Formation 7:00 pm Music & Worship Meeting (20 7:00 pm Girl Scouts (AC)
10:30 am Worship with Children's Bell CH 7:15 pm Women's Bible Study(120)
2:00 pm LLP Program (S, AC)
5:30 pm Cornerstone Challenge Course
28 Seveith Sunday of Easter 29 Memorial Day 30 3 1
8:00 am Worship Office Closed 1:00 pm Priscilla Circle (209) 9:00 am Quilters (CH)
9:20 am Faith Formation 7:00 pm Boy Scouts (AC) 7:00 pm Getting to Know CLG7{)1
10:30 am Worship 7:15 pm Women's Bible Study(120)
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